Africa Youth Statement on WTE in
the Global Plastics Treaty

goflastics INC-5.2 #CourageNotCompromise #PlasticsTreaty

93 Organisations and 147 Individuals
from 51 Countries Unite to Demand a
Global Plastics Treaty that Firmly
Rejects Waste-to-Energy!

(as at 08 July 2025)

We, the youth of Africa—the largest, most vibrant, and most impacted generation—stand united
with the undersigned 93 organisations.and_147 change-makers based in 51 countries across Africa
and around the world. Together, we call on our leaders, ministries, and national focal points to
firmly reject and exclude references to Waste-to-Energy and energy recovery in the Global Plastics
Treaty text at INC-5.2.

Waste-to-Energy is a Dangerous Distraction that Undermines Real

Solutions to End Plastic Pollution

Plastic pollution is more than just an environmental crisis, it is a profound socio-economic, human
health, and human rights infringement, particularly acute in African countries. It compounds
long-standing injustices rooted in colonialism, slavery, racism, and extractive capitalism, all while
pushing our planet beyond its boundaries.

Far from solving the problem, Waste-to-Energy incineration enables continued plastic production,
releases toxic emissions, and undermines systemic solutions that are fundamental for a zero waste
future such as reduction of waste generation, source segregation, recycling, composting, and
reuse programs. Approaches that not only offer greater environmental and economic benefits but
also create over 200 times more jobs than landfills and incinerators and deliver in net-negative
greenhouse gas emissions.

Promoted as a quick fix, Waste-to-Energy incineration is an expensive, highly inefficient, polluting
technology that sacrifices the health and dignity of low-income communities. The declining waste
incineration industry in the Global North underscores the impracticality of this false solution.
Despite this, with Western European markets reaching saturation without waste-to-energy ever



delivering the promised solution, the European waste-to-energy industry is now openly targeting
Africa as a new growth market for incineration facilities. Cities such as Addis Ababa,
Johannesburg, Lagos, Abu Khreita (2 plants), Nairobi, Algiers, Kampala, Greater Accra, and
Harare are witnessing the increasing emergence of Waste-to-Energy incineration proposals.

Africa deserves real solutions that address the root causes of plastic pollution, not false promises
that fuel further harm. Therefore, Waste-to-Energy incineration and all forms of plastic burning
must be explicitly excluded as waste management options in the future global instrument to end
plastic pollution.

Waste-To-Energy is a Threat To Sustainable Development

The cost of Waste-to-Energy generation is nearly four times higher than solar power and onshore
wind energy, twice as much as natural gas, and 25 per cent more expensive than coal-fired power
plants, thereby increasing our fossil fuel dependency.

No matter how strong the environmental regulations and enforcement are, an incinerator will
always produce dangerous pollution and release it to the environment such as lead, mercury,
dioxins, and furans.

Failing to stop Waste-to-Energy is choosing to fail our climate goals - emitting up to 1.43 tonnes
of CO: per tonne of plastic burned.

Choosing waste-to-energy threatens the livelihoods of waste pickers and harms the recycling
sector—which creates up to 50 times more jobs than incineration and landfilling. In South Africa
alone, over 90,000 waste pickers form the backbone of the waste collection and sorting system, a
vital role echoed across the continent and around the world.

We cannot burn our way out of the plastic crisis, we cannot recycle our way

out, nor engineer our way out - We need to reduce production!

We appeal to our leaders to choose to centre environmental justice in the Global Plastics Treaty by
strongly opposing harmful & obsolete practices such as Waste-to-Energy and energy recovery and
remind our African Ministers of their key commitment outlined in AMCEN Decision 19/2 that calls
for the environmentally sound management of plastic waste, in line with the waste hierarchy, by
prioritizing prevention and reuse. Unless we confront and curb the unchecked growth of plastic
production, which no country in this room is responsible for, no amount of waste management
infrastructure will ever keep pace with the escalating plastics crisis.

Real solutions must start at the source.

END


https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/ethiopias-waste-energy-plant-first-africa
https://groundwork.org.za/dont-burn-waste-pay-waste-pickers/
https://moelagos.gov.ng/lasg-set-to-partner-sweden-coys-on-waste-to-energy/
https://www.e-mc2.gr/en/news/egypt-two-new-plants-convert-waste-electricity-abu-khreita
https://envaco.org/a-review-of-nairobis-waste-to-energy-power-plant-initiative-2024-in-ruai/
https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/web-documents/10080_PIFReviewSheet.pdf
https://smartcitysweden.com/potential-waste-to-energy-plant-in-uganda-result-from-visit-to-smart-city-sweden/
https://www.power-technology.com/marketdata/accra-waste-to-energy-plant-ghana/#:~:text=Accra%20Waste%20To%20Energy%20Plant%20is%20a%2035.88MW%20biopower,be%20developed%20in%20single%20phase.
https://africa-energy-portal.org/news/zimbabwe-geogenix-build-power-plant-pomona-landfill
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Angola,
Argentina
Australia,
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