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MESSAGE FROM THE
REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Dear Members,
In the past two years, we have found ourselves in the midst of a great battle that posed insurmountable
risks to our economy, health, and wellbeing and exacerbated the issues we have long been fighting.
As your regional advisory committee, we have taken note of, and are immensely grateful to all of you for,
your spirit of mutual aid and your compassion that were on full display at a time when we needed these
things in abundance.
During this challenging time, we have shown that Zero Waste is not only possible, but imperative for
communities seeking to recover from the onslaught of the pandemic. We set up community pantries
to support vulnerable members of our communities, especially the waste workers and waste pickers
— the backbone of our Zero Waste work, and the unsung heroes of the society. We saw that the Zero
Waste approach is an asset-based community development and the easiest way to optimize solid waste
management. It mobilizes everyone's meaningful participation. Zero Waste and working together can help
us get through these climate, environmental, economic, and health crises that we are facing.
During these hard times, we face bigger challenges to make our visions come true. But we can adapt and
adjust to various situations. We are inspired that despite these challenges, we have soldiered on and we
keep making changes.
As we move forward, may you continue taking care of yourselves and forging solidarity.
Your representatives to the RAC,
Rahyang Nusantara, Sonia Mendoza, and Xuan Quach
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MESSAGE FROM THE
GLOBAL COORDINATOR
Dear GAIA friends, members, and extended community,
I am immensely grateful to be able to write to you today, and to be able to bear witness to your work on
behalf of justice and the health of the environment in which we all live.
I feel lucky for my time in service to the GAIA network and its members, and especially for the work of
the GAIA community over the last few years, as we have confronted the uncertainty and threats of the
pandemic and the deepening inequality that is ravaging our world. In the face of these challenges, it is your
mutual aid work that has kept our hearts strong and our roots running deep. It is your spirit of community
care that has connected and inspired all of us, by demonstrating the power of solidarity in practice.
The organizing stories included in this publication are a testament to how hard GAIA members have worked
since early 2020 – despite great personal risk – to create visionary zero waste solutions and oppose toxic
pollution. These are stories of cultural survival, fierce resistance, and local transformation.
As we walk forward together, I hope that we can continue to care for ourselves as we care for the world,
building resilience as we build our collective agenda for change.

Christie Keith
International Coordinator, GAIA
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FOREWORD
We will forever remember 2020 and 2021 as the years
when the world stood still. The COVID-19 pandemic
brought insurmountable challenges. Still, we
persevered. We managed to score some wins.
POSSIBLE TOGETHER takes stock of our achievements
during these difficult times. This publication serves as
a reminder that despite the challenges that came our
way, we were able to help not only ourselves but also
our communities.
Against the big risks and challenges, we did not balk
down. We lifted each other up. We made sure our
communities would not be left behind.
It takes a network to have a fighting chance when
faced with challenges of this magnitude, and
collectively, we rose to the occasion.
We know that only by working together can we hope to
win. So here’s to winning, to hoping for better days to
come!
A future that is just and humane is still possible. The
fight is still on.

POSSIBLE TOGETHER GAIA AGAINST THE ODDS

7

MISSION
To catalyze a global shift towards environmental justice by strengthening grassroots social movements
that advance solutions to waste and pollution

VISION
We envision a just, Zero Waste world built on respect for ecological limits and community rights, where
people are free from the burden of toxic pollution, and resources are sustainably conserved, not burned or
dumped.
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MOROCCO OBJECTIVES (GLOBAL)
Zero Waste

zz Stronger capacity among GAIA members and related city officials to shift local practices toward Zero
Waste
zz Increased investment in community-based Zero Waste solutions
zz Strong participation and leadership from cities and other government authorities in policy advocacy
efforts
zz More high-impact Zero Waste models, based on a regionally-specific key places assessment and
strategy

Anti-Incineration

zz Stronger and more effective cross regional collaboration to prevent the export of incineration
technology from one region to another
zz Dramatically reduced public/development agency support for waste burning in cement kilns/and
other industrial burners
zz Foster public distrust of WTE and ignite opposition against incinerators

Plastics

zz Successful Zero Waste city models that demonstrate and champion best practices and policies for
plastics reduction
zz A movement-wide rejection of incineration as the solution to plastic pollution in the oceans
zz More investment in Zero Waste strategies from plastic pollution funders and government programs
zz More investment in Zero Waste strategies from plastic pollution funders and government programs
against incinerators

PENANG OBJECTIVES (ASIA PACIFIC)
Zero Waste

zz Phasing out end-of-pipe facilities such as landfills and waste incineration
zz Institutionalizing and strengthening both systems and infrastructure, preferably ones that are
decentralized, for source separation and organics management, as well as other practices that
recover materials at their highest and best use
zz Striving for further waste reduction by continually analyzing waste streams and identifying solutions
that prevent problematic waste types
zz Ensuring active participation of local institutions and citizens in designing and monitoring Zero Waste
systems
zz Redesigning local economies to promote recycling at proximity and production that prevent dumping
and unfair waste trade practices and to foster reusable, refillable systems that minimize waste
generation

Anti-Incineration
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz

Financial risks of incinerator projects investment exposed
Standards gaps and policy loopholes closed
The most prominent myths of incineration debunked
Member capacity to fight incineration fostered (especially on financial risks and policy works)
Ease of access towards collective knowledge and expertise on incineration devised

Plastics

zz Strengthen strategy on recycling
zz Compare and share local and national policies on single-use plastics regulations and bans, waste
import bans, and extended producer responsIbility (EPR)
zz Aggressively promote and develop local alternative materials and delivery systems such as, but not
limited to, reuse and refill systems as a solution to pollution
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PROGRAM MANAGEMENT
AND PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION
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The onslaught of the COVID-19 pandemic has heavily affected GAIA Asia Pacific's program
management and project implementation. Government-imposed lockdowns and restrictions
to prevent the spread of the virus forced GAIA members to limit or temporarily discontinue
on-site activities and shift online what could be done digitally.
Despite these challenges, we were able to modify and implement projects and activities that
were planned pre-pandemic:
zz We worked to reduce plastics and institute Zero Waste models in 20 cities in
Asia, with about 3.2 million people or more than 262,000 households actively
participating in our waste segregation campaign through the Zero Waste cities
network.
zz We organized a regional space for knowledge-sharing and collaboration among
stakeholders through our International Zero Waste Cities Conference.
zz We developed 36 Zero Waste champions from the first online version of the Zero
Waste Academy co-implemented by GAIA Asia Pacific and Mother Earth Foundation.
With many of our members and their partners -- particularly the waste workers and waste
pickers -- being at the frontline during the COVID-19 pandemic because of the nature of their
work, we did not only have a first-row view but also a participant’s perspective of the COVID
situation on the ground.
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The pandemic highlighted what we had known all along: that waste workers and
waste pickers are the backbone of waste management -- and of a functioning
society. They kept the society well-oiled enough to function while most of the
population were kept locked down for their safety.
Yet, vulnerable and exposed to the dangers of the COVID virus as they were, they were
also among the least protected and compensated. They worked without personal
protective equipment (PPEs) and social protection benefits. Even at the height of the
pandemic, the waste workers and waste pickers faced severe injustice.
Thus, we rallied behind our waste pickers and waste workers. We stood with them
and called for their protection and just compensation. We cried: “waste workers are
frontliners, too” and demanded that they be given their due. With the Plastic-Free
Pilipinas collaborators, we also campaigned for the inclusion of waste workers in the
A4 category (economic frontliners) for the vaccination rollout, and allocated vaccine
shots for Manila-based waste workers.
Our Key Messages
zz Zero Waste is easier done together.
zz Waste workers and waste pickers are frontliners.
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ZERO WASTE CITIES COLLABORATION
Despite pandemic-related setbacks, GAIA members who are part of the Zero Waste Cities collaboration
have instituted Zero Waste models in 20 cities in Asia, resulting in about 3.2 million people or more than
262,000 households actively participating in our waste segregation campaign.

By the Numbers
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz

1 M tonnes of waste prevented from ending in landfills and being released into the environment
843,335 tonnes of organic wastes composted
61,380 tonnes of plastic wastes recovered
9 cities contributing a total of USD 2M to their respective Zero Waste programs
3,990 waste workers and waste pickers in the region capacitated, 2,564 (64%) of whom were
employed by our partner cities, which means they are receiving remuneration and benefits

Awards

zz Navotas City, Philippines - Named as top performer in the implementation of the Manila Bay Clean
up, Rehabilitation and Preservation Program (MBCRPP)
zz Siquijor Province, Philippines - Received Greening the Island Award which recognises the most
innovative solutions from islands from around the world

FIRST ZERO WASTE ISLAND BARANGAY
In mid-2021, War on Waste-Break Free From Plastic Negros Oriental (WOW-BFFP Negros Oriental)
recognized Apo Island, an island barangay (village) in Dauin, Negros Oriental as the first Zero Waste Island
Barangay in the Philippines.
Apo Island, a tourist destination in central Philippines, used to be burdened with plastic waste but through
the local government’s Zero Waste work in partnership with WOW-BFFP Negros Oriental, they have
established sound waste segregation and collection system.
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SEGREGATED WASTE COLLECTION
In Zero Waste Cities project sites where there are minimal restrictions, segregated waste collection is still
implemented following government-mandated health protocols.
But in sites with more restrictions, some modifications were implemented. In the Philippines, Mother Earth
Foundation required households to bring their segregated waste to designated drop-off points, instead of
sending waste collectors to do door-to-door segregated waste collection. This simple system is supervised
by a monitoring officer who checks the households' compliance to the waste segregation policy and
records their waste data (per kg). This new system minimizes the households’ and waste workers’ exposure
to COVID-19, thus ensuring their safety.

Improvised waste collection in Siquijor, Philippines. PHOTO BY JONAH MAE OMANDAM/MOTHER EARTH FOUNDATION

Virginia Vicente, a resident at Apo Island talking about how they segregate their waste. Screenshot from the Apo Island
Goes Zero Waste video.
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INTERNATIONAL ZERO WASTE CITIES CONFERENCE 2021
Theme: “Zero Waste is Easier Done Together!”
January 27 to March 8, 2021
The International Zero Waste Cities Conference (IZWCC) 2021 went online for the first time in response to
the limitations during the COVID-19 pandemic.
By featuring diverse stories from our members, we learned the many ways in which Zero Waste was made
possible, even during this tumultuous time. We saw how Zero Waste was being implemented at the scale
needed to address our waste and plastic pollution problem in our communities, with the effort of not just
one organization or one person, but with whole communities and different stakeholders working together.
We’ve seen partnerships formed between government and civil society organizations, communities, a
hospital, a school, an island, a tourist destination, a province, multiple cities, and municipalities with
diverse groups of people from different backgrounds working towards Zero Waste.
GAIA member organizations that joined include: Consumers Association of Penang (Malaysia); National
Toxics Network (Australia); Taiwan Zero Waste Alliance; Mother Earth Foundation, WoW-BFFP Negros
Oriental and Ecowaste Coalition (Philippines); Hasiru Dala, Solid Waste Management Round Table,
Stree Mukti Sanghatana, and Thanal (India); Korea Zero Waste Management Network; Vietnam Zero
Waste Alliance; Health Care Foundation (Nepal), Yaksa Pelestari Bumi Berkelanjutan (Indonesia), and
Environmental and Social Development Organization (Bangladesh).

By the Numbers
52 Community-based resource speakers
19 organizations
10 Countries
17 videos
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Screen shots from submitted videos from (Clockwise: National Toxics Networks, Hasiru Dala, HECAF, and KZWMN.
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ZERO WASTE ACADEMY ONLINE
The Zero Waste Academy (ZWA) is an immersive training course intended to provide the tools to implement
a Zero Waste program, especially designed for project implementers and key stakeholders in cities and
communities. It aims to capacitate Zero Waste implementers and advocates in implementing a Zero Waste
program in their respective project areas or communities, and to facilitate knowledge-sharing among
participants from different backgrounds and experiences with Zero Waste.
For the 2021 edition, GAIA and Mother Earth Foundation (MEF) have adapted the course from an in-person
to a virtual platform in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. For this, a platform was developed, and
courses were conducted through pre-recorded and live presentations, write-ups, and weekly hands-on
assignments.
This year’s ZWAO had an optional component, the ZWA Seed Fund or Project Seeding, where participants were
invited to submit Zero Waste-related project proposals for their partner communities. The top four proposals
received USD 1500 each as startup capital to realize their projects. The proposals that received funding were:
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zz Phase 2 of Zero Waste Tacunan in Purok 11 Brgy. Tacunan, Davao del Sur by Jill Banta and Peter
Damary of the Sustainable Davao Movement
zz Zero Waste Program Implementation in Barangay Tawang, La Trinidad, Benguet by Maria
Victoria Bautista of Zero Waste Baguio, Inc.
zz “A Collaborative Effort for a Sustainable, Greener, and Food-Secured Community” in San
Lorenzo Ruiz Senior High School, Brgy. Manggahan, Pasig City by Dolores Retirado of San
Lorenzo Ruiz Senior High School
zz Nancy Omandam’s educational campaign through the establishment of a composting facility at
Lazi National Agricultural School, Tigbawan, Lazi, Siquijor

By the Numbers
100 applications received
36 Graduates
4 projects granted seed funds
6 sectors (NGO, Academe, Local Government, Private sector, Youth, Research)
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MATERIALS RECOVERY FACILITY MUSHROOMING
The materials recovery facility (MRF) is at the heart of a functioning decentralized waste management
wsystem. A fully operational MRF serves as a containment area of segregated waste and houses a
composting area where organic wastes from the community are managed.

The materials recovery facility (MRF) in Cham Island was built to help local communities practice at-source
waste segregation and organic waste treatment. A collaboration among Vietnam Zero Waste Alliance
members and partners (GAIA, GreenViet, Evergreen Labs, Cham MPA, and IUCN), the MRF has been serving
about 100 households in Cham Island. PHOTO BY HUYNH THI THUY HUONG
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In Vietnam, Phu Yen Ethnic Minority Boarding High School has been pioneering the implementation of the
Zero Waste School program focusing on the development of a materials recovery facility (MRF) model. The
school’s MRF was built in a vacant lot that used to be the school's garbage collection area.
Realizing the potential for synergies and maintaining this model in the school, GAIA and Vietnam Zero Waste
Alliance member GreenHub decided to continue to support the redesign of this area and the addition of two
composting holes, each with a depth of 1.5 m, lot area of 10 m2, and storage capacity of up to 30 m3 of waste.
This model supplements the garbage sorting activity at the nearby Ward 7 market, wherein a part
of organic waste sorted at the market is taken to the school for composting. Through the effective
management and leadership of the Environmental Club "Green Boarding," the students became actively
involved in the project. PHOTO BY MS. GIANG DINH/GREENHUB
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Shyamla, one of
the first residents
of Greenways
Community in
Chennai, India
to sign up for
the Zero Waste
model of waste
management
introduced by
Citizen consumer
and civic Action
Group. PHOTO
COURTESY OF CAG

ORGANIC WASTE MANAGEMENT
Although plastic waste is increasing in Asia, a majority of municipal waste remains to be food waste. Thus,
many members in the region are experts in organic waste management, with several of them making their
own modifications to age-old techniques to suit their needs and contexts.
Organic waste management is an important component of Zero Waste implementation. More than half
of the waste generated by most Asian households are organic, thus giving attention to this area will
effectively solve half of the waste problem.
The MRFs in Zero Waste Cities projects house composting areas to manage the waste collected from the
community. In some contexts, composting facilities, big and small, are also built outside of MRFs, such as
schools, homes, and communities.
GAIA Asia Pacific is set to release its composting manual, “Back to Earth: Composting for Various
Contexts," which discusses the science behind composting and features various composting techniques,
including modifications made by our members.
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Pipe composting in Bandung. PHOTO COURTESY OF YPBB

A composting facility in Mysore, India. PHOTO COURTESY OF HASIRU DALA
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IEC AND CAPACITY
BUILDING
Collaborators of the Zero Waste Cities project have
provided technical assistance and capacity building
support to their fellow collaborators and GAIA members,
their local government partners, and other stakeholders
in their communities to multiply technical experts and
increase Zero Waste model building capacity in the region.
In Cavite, Philippines, EcoWaste Coalition has mentored
the homeowner’s association of private villages and
government resettlement sites in crafting their own
ecological solid waste management plan. In Dumaguete,
also in the Philippines, WOW-BFFP-Negros Orietal gave
an orientation topublic school teachers, fisher folks,
and university students. In Bangalore, India, Hasiru Dala,
who is only directly implementing the project in three
wards with 32,000 households, is involved in structuring,
coordinating, and mobilizing citizens for the Solid Waste
Management Round Table (SWMRT) in 198 wards under the
Citizen Participation Program (CPP).
Similarly, MEF, Thanal, and YPBB continue to provide
technical assistance and support to flagship Zero Waste
model cities that they worked with very early on in the
project.
Implementing community
IEC campaign in Batangas
City, Philippines. PHOTO
COURTESY OF MEF

Collaborators have likewise taken advantage of the
lockdowns to produce information, education, and
communication (IEC) materials for distribution to their
communities to ensure that the residents understand
their ongoing Zero Waste project and ensure their
participation.

Citizen consumer and civic Action
Group (CAG) produced videos
to highlight the plight of people
living near a landfill in Chennai,
India to raise awareness on the
importance of having a good solid
waste management system and call
attention to neglect of the human
rights of marginalized communities.
Watch the CAG video
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Education Drive in Bandung, Indonesia
The Bandung City government, with the assistance of YPBB, has started to realize the RTPS (Waste
Management Technical Plan) into a model village for waste management from the region (Cihaurgeulis
Village and Sukamiskin Village). This implementation is in line with the Kang Pisman (Reduce, Separate
and Utilize waste) program which is also combined with the urban farming program (Buruan Sae) and
supported by DLHK (Environmental Agency of Bandung City) staff who serve as community assistants and
composting operators in the area. These officers regularly receive incentives from the government. Watch
YPBB IEC Video
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WASTE PICKERS ARE
FRONTLINERS
The COVID-19 pandemic has necessitated
members, even those not involved in
the Zero Waste Cities collaboration, to
campaign and stand with the waste pickers
and waste workers to recognize them as
the backbone of waste management, but
largely disregarded by governments in their
COVID-19 response.
With the Zero Waste Cities collaborators
taking the lead, members called for social
and physical protection of waste workers
and waste pickers, highlighting what
many often ignore but became even more
apparent during the pandemic: that without
these workers risking their lives to ensure
waste is collected and managed, society
would collapse.
Members called on governments to
provide protective personal equipment
(PPEs), better working conditions, and
just compensation for the waste workers,
and campaigned that as frontliners, waste
workers and waste pickers should be
prioritized in vaccination rollouts.
GAIA Asia Pacific also raised and allocated
funds for members’ projects that would
directly help waste workers and their
communities. Many members also
organized donation drives on their own.
These allowed them to provide PPEs and
relief goods to waste workers and waste
pickers in their respective communities
during the lockdowns.
Stree Mukti Sanghatana alone provided
support to 3,000 waste pickers in Pune,
India. Stree Mukti Sanghatana is an
organization working closely with waste
pickers, calling for waste picker inclusion,
women empowerment, among others.
A child of a waste worker
receiving monetary assistance
as part of Mother Earth
Foundation’s regular support
to their waste workers which
was intensified during the
lockdowns when students in
the Philippines needed gadgets
for their online classes.
PHOTO COURTESY OF MEF
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Mother Earth Foundation set up community pantries the Zero Waste way: no packaging and people bringing their own
containers and practicing social distancing. PHOTO COURTESY OF MEF

A waste worker receiving care and relief packages from the Centre for Social Research and Development in Vietnam. PHOTO
SCREEN GRABBED FROM CSRD VIDEO.

All packed! Centre for Environmental Justice’s relief packs, in reusable bags, are ready for distribution. PHOTO COURTESY OF CEJ
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ZERO WASTE STORES
In June 2021, Hong Kong-based
Greeners Action established its
first naked shop after years of
campaigning against single-use
plastics. Named "Greeners Fusion," the
shop aims to promote no single-use
plastic packaging for food and other
household products. Customers are
asked to bring their own reusable
containers and bottles when going to
the shop.
Greeners Action joins other member
organizations that have established
Zero Waste stores to demonstrate
that plastic-free shopping is possible
and that prices need not be costly.
These GAIA members with Zero Waste
enterprises include YPBB which
established Toko Organis in Bandung,
Indonesia in 2014 and Mother Earth
Foundation which started its Juana
Zero initiative in several of their project
sites in the Philippines beginning in
2019. Both Toko Organis and Juana
Zero were featured in the publication
Business Unusual: Enterprises
Promoting Zero Waste produced by
GAIA Asia Pacific in 2021.
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CAMPAIGNS
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PPLH Bali campaigning for banning the big five: plastic bags, polystyrene foam, straws, sachets, and microbeads.
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With our members, GAIA Asia Pacific remained at the forefront of major campaigns
on implementation of Zero Waste models, eliminating plastics pollution, and stopping
incinerations even during the pandemic. We exposed the adverse impacts of plastic
not only on the environment but also on our health, and advocated the use of reusable
options. We battled the industry for fueling people’s COVID-19 fears to promote the
use of disposables and delay the implementation of single-use plastic bans during the
pandemic. We highlighted the connection between waste and climate change. We also
confronted the Asian Development Bank (ADB) for still funding problematic technologies
like incineration, and campaigned for just transition to a better normal.
Key Achievements
Anti-Incineration
zz Gained policy wins in Asian Development Bank. The bank now has stronger
requirements before it can invest in waste incineration. It needs to prioritize
reduction of waste generation and exploit the options for reuse and recycling
before energy recovery and must list sanitary engineered landfilling as the last
option.
zz Shifted World Bank investments with YPBB in Indonesia, from waste incineration
to a Zero Waste model
zz Capacitated GAIA members and allies in fighting incineration proposals through
the development of case studies, anti-incineration toolkits, and public service
announcement videos and by providing assistance in members’ anti-incineration
communications and advocacy work
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Plastics
zz Capacitated members through the development of publications and by
contributing expertise on regional and national discussions on plastics
pollution and false solutions
zz Contributed to the legislative work of members on the 1) proposed 2021 SWM
Rules on Plastic Waste (India); 2) amendments to Vietnam’s national law on
environmental protection (extended producer responsibility and plastic bans);
and the Philippines’ EPR on plastics bill
zz Improved knowledge sharing on plastics by contributing experiences and
insights in various research and publications at the national, regional, and
global levels
Our Calls to Action
zz Go beyond recovery
zz Go Zero Waste, don’t incinerate
zz Divest from incinerators, invest in local solutions
Our Main Messages
zz Disposables are bad for the health and the environment. They are not safer
than reusables, even during a pandemic.
zz It’s not enough to bounce back from the pandemic. We must go beyond merely
recovering, and transition to a just and sustainable future.
zz To heal the world, we must break free from plastic and go Zero Waste.
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The Greeners Action team wear reusable cloth masks as they call on their fellow
Hong Kongers to switch to reusable face masks. PHOTO COURTESY OF GREENERS ACTION.

REUSABLE IS SENSIBLE
COVID-19 has driven the massive use of disposable masks, exacerbating the plastic waste crisis. Thus, we
campaigned for the use of reusable cloth masks for non-hospital settings.
In January 2021, Greeners Action urged their fellow Hong Kongers to ditch disposable face masks and
called on their government to review standards and guidelines for reusable masks as having guidelines
could boost the public's confidence in the safety of these materials.
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Taiwan Zero Waste Alliance shopping using reusable containers and bags. PHOTO BY XAVIER SUN

Ecowaste Coalition likewise called on the Filipinos to use reusable masks and the Philippines’ Department
of Interior and Local Government to issue a memorandum compelling local governments to craft
ordinances that would prohibit and penalize improper disposal of personal protective equipment including
face masks. “The careless disposal of used COVID-19 protective gear and products endangers public health
and the environment and violates existing laws and regulations on ecological waste management,” Jove
Benosa, campaigner at Ecowaste Coalition, said in a statement.
Meanwhile, in one of their campaigns, Taiwan Zero Waste Alliance demonstrated that shopping using
reusable bags and containers is doable.
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DISINFECT, NOT INCINERATE
Esteemed scientist, Dr. Emmanuel Jorge, former chief technical advisor to the UN Development
Programme, added his expert voice in calling for the use of reusable face masks and personal protective
equipment as countries saw increased health care wastes, especially disposable PPEs and face masks
while also experiencing shortage of these life-saving equipment.
During the online discussion organized by Health Care Without Harm (HCWH) in April 2020, Dr. Emmanuel,
who is now a professor at the Silliman University in the Philippines, said that the corona virus is a lipid, thus
easy to kill. “The virus dies in water heated to 56 degrees Celsius in 30 minutes and, in water at 70 degree
Celsius, in five minutes, thus there is no need to incinerate them,” he said.
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In the same discussion, Faye Ferrer, a waste management consultant who used to work with HCWH
talked about autoclaving COVID-19 wastes. "Autoclaves, which are basically pressure cookers operating at
temperatures between 121-134 degrees Celsius, reach sterilization levels and are more than adequate to
handle COVID-19 wastes,” she said.
Mahesh Nakarmi, executive director of the Nepalese NGO, Health Environment Climate Action Foundation
(HECAF 360), which was involved in the evacuation of 175 Nepalese, confirmed that autoclaving is effective,
saying that Nepal used autoclaves to dispose of the biomedical waste generated by the evacuation
operation.

POSSIBLE TOGETHER GAIA AGAINST THE ODDS

37

38 POSSIBLE TOGETHER GAIA AGAINST THE ODDS

PLASTIC FREE E-SHOPPING
The popularity of e-shopping and online delivery
platforms saw a significant rise during the pandemic, and
with it, the massive increase in the generation of singleuse plastic. Thus, GAIA members actively campaigned for
e-shopping platforms to make their business sustainable.
In Indonesia, nine environmental groups including
Gerakan Indonesia Diet Kantong Plastik (GIDKP) and
WALHI held a peaceful protest urging the country's top
e-shops to drop single-use plastic. They also sent out
an open letter and an online petition supported by 5,000
consumers, urging nine companies to take action by
giving consumers the option to choose the use of minimal
plastic packaging, and/or environmentally friendly
shipping.
Meanwhile, in the Philippines, GAIA members led
by Ecowaste Coalition, Plastic-Free Pilipinas and
Greenpeace Philippines repeatedly urged retail platforms
to be “transparent on their carbon footprint, adopt
policies on waste prevention and reduction, and transition
to ecologically-safe packaging alternatives” as they called
on these companies to reduce their use of single-use
plastic packaging.
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BAN THE BAG -- AND MORE!
A number of Asian countries have started the implementation of their single-use plastic bans in 2020 and
2021. China, for example, started their phased implementation in 2020; Maldives and Sri Lanka in 2021.
City-wide bans also started during this period. In the Philippines, Quezon City has started re-enforcing its
single-use plastic bans in restaurants and dining places in 2021, after delaying its implementation for a
year because of the pandemic.
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Environmental and Social Development Organization (ESDO)
campaigning for inclusion of more types of disposable plastic in their
national plastic ban in Bangladesh. The country, which has had a
national single-use plastic bag ban since 2002, is the first country in the
world to have such a ban, thanks to the massive campaigning that ESDO
launched in early 2000.

In Jakarta, they implemented their single-use plastic bag bans at the height of the pandemic, despite pressures
from various sectors to delay it. Many of these bans are a result of sustained campaigning by our members.
In August 2021, exactly one year after theJakarta plastic bag ban was implemented, the Special Capital
Region of Jakarta Provincial Environment Agency reported a significant reduction in plastic shopping
bags both in businesses and households: 42% decrease in average household use of plastic bags,
from 11,192 to 6,452 tonnes of plastic bags after a year. The report likewise highlighted different levels
of compliance in the three regulated retail areas: the supermarkets with a close to 100% reduction in
plastic bags use; shopping centers with 95% compliance; and traditional markets at 50%.
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ASIA IS NOT A
DUMPING GROUND
Global North countries have long been dumping
their plastic waste in Asia, but the practice
worsened in 2018 when China closed its doors
to plastic waste. Other Asian countries have
since become the newest destination to these
plastic waste. Fortunately, governments of these
countries have fought back. Malaysia and the
Philippines have since sent back plastic waste to
Global North countries including Canada, Australia,
the United States and South Korea.
In 2019, the Basel Convention Ban Amendment,
which prohibits all exports of hazardous wastes
from developed to developing countries for any
reasons such as for reuse, recycling, disposal, or
recovery operations, entered into force in 2019.
Yet the illegal practice continued. Countries
in the region continue to fight an uphill battle
against a torrent of unlicensed and non-recyclable
wastes. During the pandemic, GAIA members
including Nexus/Balifokus, Indonesian Center
for Environmental Law, and Ecoton in Indonesia;
Consumers Association of Penang in Malaysia;
Ecowaste and Greenpeace in the Philippines;
National Toxics Network in Australia; and Centre
for Environmental Justice in Sri Lanka, remained
vigilant. Together, they sent a strong message to
the world: Asia IS NOT YOUR DUMPING GROUND.
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TAKE YOUR WASTE BACK
In February 2021, Consumers Association of Penang and Ecowaste Coalition called on the member states
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) for a robust regional policy that will “protect the
region’s over 655 million people and their rich but threatened biodiversity and ecosystems from the adverse
impacts of global waste dumping,” and for the 10-member association to declare the entire region as “no
dumping ground” for wastes.
Thus far, of the 10 ASEAN countries, only Brunei, Indonesia, and Malaysia have ratified the Basel Convention
Ban Amendment.
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TRASH LANDING ON YOU
In May, BFFP and GAIA Asia Pacific secretariat held a webinar on waste trade to discuss the environmental
and social issues brought about by the trade.
With speakers from both receiving and exporting countries, the webinar tackled the environmental and
social issues brought about by the illegal trade.
Hemantha Withanage of the Centre for Environmental Justice (CEJ) said that the plastic waste trade is a
form of injustice and stressed that the Asia Pacific is not the world’s dumping ground.
“Laws are needed to address injustices and CEJ together with the rest of the Asia Pacific will utilise those
laws to keep the region safe from the harmful effects of toxic waste,” he said.
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Brand audit organized by the Vietnam Zero Waste All

KNOW THY BRANDS
For the past four years, GAIA and BFFP members have been conducting brand audits to determine the top
polluting brands in their communities. This year, our members once again joined the global brand audits
that revealed that, for the fourth year in a row, the top polluters in their communities are global brands like
Coca-Cola, Nestle, and P&G.
Brand audits have been an effective tool in our campaigns for single-use plastics reduction. Prior to
the brand audits, countries in Asia have been blamed for the massive plastic pollution. Through the
brand audits, we have shown that the plastic pollution is coming from corporations--at the top being the
multinational corporations based in the Global North. We used the results of the brand audits to call for
extended producer responsibility (EPR) and demand drastic changes from the corporations--for them
to reduce their reliance on single-use plastic, use alternative product delivery systems, and become
accountable for the pollution that their products cause.
In last year’s global brand audit, where many of our members took part in, Break Free From Plastic put the
spotlight on the waste pickers and waste workers and the crucial role that they play in waste management.
This year, a number of our members again joined, including Kagad Kach Patra Kashtakari Panchayat
(KKPKP) and SWaCH, EcoWaste Coalition, Vietnam Zero Waste Alliance, Environmental Development Action
(ENDA), SUNGCO, Centre for Social Research and Development (CSRD), and Zero Waste Himalaya.
In presenting the findings of their own brand audit, Zero Waste Himalaya called for policies specific to the
mountains as they have a different context.
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Single-use packaging being
counted during a home brand audit
in Darjeeling, Himalaya. Photo
courtesy of Zero Waste Himalaya

liance

“The mountains are not free of plastic pollution and there is a
need to bring focus to the mountain waste crisis. Mountains
have their own specific challenges which are not reflected in
policies and implementation pathways.”
--Roshan Rai, Zero Waste Himalaya
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INCINERATION IS NOT A SOLUTION
The industry has been aggressively promoting incineration aka waste-toenergy as the solution to the plastic waste and climate crises. They claim that
burning waste is safe and efficient. They sell promises that it will eliminate the
need for landfill and serve as a good energy source -- sometimes claimed as
renewables.
Thus, GAIA developed a video debunking those claims. The video, which
features scientist Dr. Emmanuel Jorge, former chief technical advisor to
the UN Development Programme, takes apart these industry claims and
exposes that to the contrary, incinerators produce toxic chemicals which are
catastrophic for the environment and the human health. They also do not solve
the plastic waste problem, they just convert solid waste to air pollution.
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NO TRASH TALK ADB
GAIA together with NGO Forum on ADB and several GAIA members (Zero Waste Maldives; National Toxics
Network-Australia; Environment Support Group in India; Center for Environmental Justice in Sri Lanka;
and EcoWaste Coalition, Philippine Environment Justice Center and Sanlakas in the Philippines engaged
with the campaign to push the Asian Development Bank to delist WTE incineration as one of its investment
sectors in its new energy policy geared towards supporting the low-carbon transition of its developing
member countries. We took part in discussions with the ADB board, and submitted joint statements
signed by 50+ organizations on the first draft of the revised ADB Energy Policy in June 2021 and another
joint statement signed by 70+ organizations in August 2021 as a response to the working paper of the
ADB Energy Policy. We also released a joint civil society organization (CSO) letter for the 54th ADB Annual
Governors Meeting and a separate statement that addresses specifically the issues of ADB’s waste-toenergy investments and another for the Asia Clean Energy Policy Consultation Statement of CSOs. At the
same time, we held local awareness campaigns and documented the situations of communities affected
by WTE incineration funded by ADB.
Our interventions in ADB policy discussions
zz Presentation in CSOs Panel ADB Annual Governors Meeting: Reviewing Energy Policy to Meet Paris
Goal of 1.5C
zz CSO Intervention during discussion with ADB President Masatsugu Asakawa via Hemantha
Withanage of the Center for Environmental Justice (CEJ), NGO Forum on ADB’s International
Committee and a GAIA member
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Our members raised the issues of WTE based on their experiences and expertise. For instance, Zero Waste
Maldives raised the issue of WTE projects in Maldives. ESG showcased the issue of WTE from the public
financing perspectives and community resistance. Zero Waste Australia highlighted the issue of waste
colonialism and toxicity. EcoWaste Coalition explained that the ADB-funded WTE project in the Philippines
runs counter to the country’s existing national incineration ban.
After almost a year of engagement with ADB board members and management team, the bank still insists
that waste (including plastic from fossil fuels) is a renewable energy source, WTE is a climate mitigating
activity, WTE investments promote the circular economy, and WTE investments will promote sustainable
livelihood opportunities for the poorest of the poor working along the waste value chain and at landfills.
Despite this, we have gained some useful wording in their energy policy (Paragraph 71):
"ADB will support waste-to-energy investments for heat or electricity, provided that the
feedstock for combustion results from a prudent order of waste management priorities."
"... ADB will support projects that promote a circular economy and consider holistically
the order of priorities — first reducing waste generation, then exploiting the options for
reusing and recycling materials, then using waste to recover energy or usable materials,
followed by sanitary engineered landfilling as the last option."
"... The potential environmental and social impacts of waste-to-energy investments will
be managed by using the best internationally available technologies in the design and
operation of such projects in accordance with international conventions."
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BRINGING BACK SUSTAINABLE TRADITIONS IN WORSHIP
Traditional, sustainable materials for the celebration of Theppa Thiruvizha, a floating chariot festival
celebrated yearly in Penang, Malaysia
Consumers Association of Penang (CAP), Malaysia Hindu Sangam Penang State, and Temple Management of
Sri Singamuga Kaliamman, Teluk Bahang Temple have called for the revival of old but sustainable materials
for the celebration of Theppa Thiruvizha, a floating chariot festival celebrated yearly in Penang, Malaysia.
During the festival, a floating chariot decorated with lights and flowers carrying the temple deity goes
on tour in the sea. Thousands of devotees make a wish and then set decorated lanterns to float. These
decorated lights are fixed on styrofoam and polystyrene materials. In the past years, hundreds of synthetic
foam base materials, known major sea pollutants, have been seen floating on the sea the day after the
procession.
About two to three decades ago, these lanterns were fixed on layers of banana bark. Thus, CAP, together
with Malaysia Hindu Sangam and the temple management, have been appealing to the devotees to go back
to using these eco-friendly alternatives so as not to further damage the environment.
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SPEAKING TOUR
The National Toxics Network (NTN), through its Zero Waste Australia campaign, conducted a nationwide
speaking tour and campaign to challenge the threat of waste incineration in every major Australian state
during the pandemic. In collaboration with other international anti-incineration NGOs, this campaign
became an important teaching tool for frontline communities and has delivered major victories across
Australia, including a ban on waste incineration in the Australian Capital Territory and major waste policy
changes in other states. These include a nationwide policy to recover and divert all food and organic waste
from landfill, a plan to address plastic waste, including a ban on many single-use plastics, together with the
biggest waste management infrastructure investment Australia has ever seen.
NTN’s Zero Waste Australia campaign continues to challenge the Australian government’s failure to ratify
the Basel Ban amendment and pursue the buildout of a refuse-derived fuel and chemical recycling industry
as a solution for non-recyclable plastics.
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Chitra Mukherjee. Screen grab from the Principle 1 video produced by Peak Plastic Foundation.

NOT DISPOSABLE
GAIA Asia Pacific members and staff actively took part in the Break Free From Plastic global just recovery
campaign in 2020 in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic which exposed the systemic injustices in the
society. With the hashtag #NotDisposable, the campaign called for systemic change, arguing that we
cannot go back to the way things were before the pandemic. For this, the movement developed five
principles necessary for a just recovery.
Principle 1: Prioritize health for people and planet.Public health must be protected, prioritizing
frontline workers, fenceline communities, and vulnerable populations. Environments and human
rights of impacted countries and communities cannot be compromised by the business interests of
the global elite.
Principle 2: Invest in solutions, not bailouts. Deprioritize and divest from extractive industries and
their boom and bust cycles. Transition the workforce into sustainable economies with free training
programs. Bailouts must be investments in community resiliency, not corporate interests.
Principle 3. Replace single-use with sustainable systems Single-use must be replaced with
sustainable product delivery systems. The externalized costs from extraction to disposal must be
eliminated.
Principle 4. Demand corporate and government accountability Corporate responsibility and
accountability must be consistent in all regions where companies do business. Government policies
must ensure countries manage their own waste. Policy is informed by credible, third-party science.
Principle 5. Demand corporate and government accountability Corporate responsibility and
accountability must be consistent in all regions where companies do business. Government policies
must ensure countries manage their own waste. Policy is informed by credible, third-party science.
Chintan’s Chitra Mukherjee tackled principle 1, while GAIA Asia Pacific’s Sherma Benosa spoke about
principle 3. Watch the five videos HERE.
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THE FUTURE IS NON-NEGOTIABLE
At the COP 26 held in Glasgow, Scotland, GAIA and BFFP members hailing from Africa, Asia, Europe, the U.S.
and Latin America, joined forces to deliver a united message: that to solve the climate crisis, we must solve
the waste crisis.
Through packed events and actions in Glasgow, GAIA and BFFP members highlighted the connection
between plastic and climate. We also hosted a panel discussion, “Plastic Fuels the Climate Crisis,” at
the People’s Summit, featuring members across the world, and the plastic pipeline--from extraction to
disposal.
Fourteen-year-old Nina Azahra from GAIA/BFFP member Ecoton in Indonesia was one of many youth
activists who were visible, vocal, and driving the agenda. In a screening of the new documentary, Girls for
Future, in which she starred, Nina exposed how waste exports from Global North countries were polluting
her community and spurring climate change. The moral clarity of these youth activists’ voices can no
longer be ignored. Even the official final text acknowledged that youth activism was now at the forefront of
meeting the climate crisis.

56 POSSIBLE TOGETHER GAIA AGAINST THE ODDS

“We welcome the acknowledgement of fossil fuel and
coal in the resolution of COP26. But we are disappointed
that plastic is still excluded in the negotiations. Climaterelated conferences should include plastic as a carbon
emitter – from the production until the end of its life
cycle. Moreover, plastic is a toxic carbon because it uses
a lot of harmful chemicals at the production stage. These
toxic chemicals will be distributed widely, especially
when plastic is used as fuels. On methane issues, open
dumping and uncontrolled landfills in many developing
countries need to be tackled. Development funds need
to address low cost, proper solutions and support a
zero-waste approach instead of financing incinerator
projects that are not economically viable for developing
countries.” --Yuyun Ismawati, Nexus3 Foundation
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NARRATIVE AND NETWORK SUPPORT
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With bigger and stronger support units (Communications, Knowledge Management,
Network Development, and Resource Mobilization) following team expansion in 2019, the
GAIA Asia Pacific was well-positioned to respond to the massive narrative needs of the
network amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. Not only did we manage to harness and share
knowledge and communicate member stories, we also expanded our membership in the
region and sustained our relationships with members through formal check-ins, learning
sessions, informal virtual tete-a-tete, and sharing of information.
In the past two years, we reached more audiences by producing numerous
communication and knowledge products (videos, case studies, reports, and articles) in
partnership with members, tapping journalists and social media influencers to tell and
amplify our narrative, and developing more communicators within our membership. We
also developed more digital platforms and, with the global team, enhanced our website.
Moreover, we reached out to social entrepreneurs whose business models are aligned
with Zero Waste principles. By featuring them in our publications, we paved the way
for collaborations with them, resulting in more champions having bigger platforms to
advocate for plastic-free delivery systems.
Today, our narrative and solutions are appearing in mainstream media, and we have
started to encourage journalists to be critical of the false solutions peddled by the
industry.
Similarly, we facilitated member capacity development and enhancement through
learning sessions and skillshares where we tapped scientists, the academe, as well as
the experts within our membership to share their knowledge, expertise, and experiences.
We also provided member support in various forms, such as speaking in memberorganized events, reviewing member-produced communication and knowledge products,
and providing information that are crucial in their campaigns.
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And as always, we ensured that the Asia Pacific perspectives on the various issues
connected to waste are reflected and highlighted in our global narratives and carried
in international policy spaces. We have always worked to ensure that the voices of our
affected communities are heard and amplified in campaigns and policy discussions at
local, national, and international levels.
By the Numbers
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz

22 new members welcomed
29 member coffee sessions conducted
6 new publications produced
17 members blogs produced
22 issues of news monitoring released
3 online exhibits mounted
16 members featured in “Member of the Month”
1 five-minute PSA video with 5 shorter clips translated into 6 languages
2 media fellowships conducted, 22 new media fellows produced
9 media briefings organized, 3 member media briefings supported
11 communications workshops conducted
1 four-month long communications fellowship for the Comms Group
33 communications officers from 20 member organizations trained
29 “Learning by the Nuggets” webinars organized
200 media hits and counting
14 communication grants awarded
4 AP Silver Screenings (Seaspiracy, The Social Network, The Story of Plastic,
Shattered Glass)
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Participants of the communications workshop doing a Twitterstorm during their graduation ceremony in November 2021

STRENGTHENED GAIA-BFFP AP COMMUNICATIONS GROUP
The GAIA Asia Pacific Communications Group* is an important communication structure and strategy
in the region. Established in 2017, it is the regional focal point that helps produce, share, amplify, and
cross-pollinate members’ campaigns, advocacies, and program work. The idea for the group is to act as a
coordinative body on information and communication dissemination at the regional level.
To be able to carry out this vision, members of the group, many of whom are non-communication
specialists, are provided capacity building. Prior to the pandemic, workshops focused on providing
capacity on strategy development, communications product development, and digital media
communications. Highlights of the training included production work and coverage of GAIA events, like
the International Zero Waste Cities Conference, as the culminating activity which allowed them to apply
their new skills and produce various communications products such as videos or feature stories, some
of which saw print in mainstream media and/or printed in GAIA publication or posted on GAIA digital
platforms.
In 2020, the Communications Group was expanded as another round of invitation was sent to members
to designate a staff member as their focal person for communications. Due to the pandemic, the new set
of Communications Group members could not gather for in-person workshops. Instead, they were given
an innovative four-and-half months of intensive albeit virtual training program covering various aspects
of communications work. Mentoring was still a part of the program, but this time, each participant was
assigned an external mentor (a media practitioner) to allow them to be coached on improving their skills
and an internal mentor (GAIA staff) who helped them deep dive into the Zero Waste issues and be guided on
their specific advocacy needs.
Members of the Communications Group have since produced communications stories for GAIA, including
articles about their respective programs and campaigns. They have likewise amplified our campaigns and
narratives by producing their own content, sharing our social media posts on their online platforms, and by

62 POSSIBLE TOGETHER GAIA AGAINST THE ODDS

Amogh Bongale of SWaCH during the awarding of grants

participating in GAIA secretariad-led communication activities, such as the Twitterstorm, where they do
coordinated and simultaneous posts about pre-identified issues and cross-pollinating them on their social
media accounts.
As a culminating activity, the participants of the workshop were challenged to submit proposals for
their communications project to get the chance to be awarded grants as seed money to implement their
projects.
The recipients of the grants are:
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz

Hara Makers Initiative: Until We Have Faces
Mother Earth Foundation: Business Without the Mess
YPPB: The Waste Workers Diaries
HECAF360: A Zero Waste City (Documentary Film)
Nexus3 Foundation: Behind the Sachets (BTS)
SWaCH: Waste-age
Chintan: Dabung Girl and the Attack of the Ghatakpoly
IDIS: Promote Refill Shops, Support Davao SUP Ordinance
Zero Waste Youth Negros Oriental: Forfeit Incineration in Dumaguete
Stree Mukti Sanghatana: Let Us Speak!
Centre for Social Research and Development: Everyday Heroes
Hasiru Dala: Inclusion of Waste Pickers in the Proposed UN Plastic Pollution Treaty of 2022
ESDO: Transboundary Waste in Bangladesh
Zero Waste Himalaya: ZW Media Advocacy Fellowship

*Formerly GAIA Asia Pacific Communications Group but later changed to GAIA-BFFP Asia Pacific
Communication Group when it was offered as a structure that the BFFP Asia Pacific communications hub
can use since most of the BFFP founding members in Asia Pacific are GAIA members. This was to maximize
the potential of the structure.
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MEMBER FEATURE
Each month, an alliance member is highlighted on our platforms. Through our Meet Our Members (MOM)
features, we showcase the work of the organizations, the challenges they face, and their successes.
Organizations featured from June 2020 to September 2021 included:
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz
zz

Aliansi Zero Waste Indonesia
Aotearoa Plastic Pollution Alliance (APPA)
Centre for Environmental Justice
Community Sanitation and Recycling Organization (CSARO)
Consumers Action of Penang, Darjeeling Ladenla Road (DLR) Prerna
Darjeeling Ladenla Road (DLR) Prerna
Environment and Social Development Organization (ESDO)
Greeners Action
Korea Zero Waste Network
National Toxics Network
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI)
The Ecowaste Coalition
The Wild at Heart Legal Defense Action
Vietnam Zero Waste Alliance
Zero Waste Japan
Zero Waste Maldives (ZWM)

GAIA AP also has a Medium page dedicated to members’ blogs mostly focused on updates on Zero Waste
work: GAIA Asia Pacific – Medium
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MEDIA FELLOWSHIP
When our campaign against plastics started five years ago, Zero Waste, which we promoted as a solution,
was an unfamiliar concept and was often met with expressions like, “It’s impossible.” Moreover, media
coverage of the plastic waste crisis focused on how monumental a problem it was, and often included
the narrative that Asia was the source of the problem. At the time, pushing Zero Waste as a solution was
challenging.
Hence, in 2019, GAIA Asia Pacific held its first media fellowship to introduce the topic to media
practitioners in Southeast Asia, in the hopes that our stories and positions would also be included in
reportage on the plastic waste issue. Two media fellowships (Dumaguete, Philippines in April 2019, and
Penang, Malaysia in October 2019) were conducted in person before shifting online.
Since the pandemic began, two virtual fellowships have been conducted with journalists. Through the
fellowships, we have had wider coverage of our programs and campaigns. Moreover, the narrative has
started to shift as some of our calls and messages are now being picked up and amplified by mainstream
media.
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EXHIBITS AND VIRTUAL TOUR
The pandemic has provided the GAIA team space to explore digital platforms to showcase members’ work
since travel has been restricted.
Since the lockdown, the team has mounted two exhibits, “This is How We Roll” which shows the various means
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that waste pickers and waste workers in different countries in Asia Pacific collect waste, and “Possible
Together” which showcases the work of the members during the pandemic.
Mother Earth Foundation, meanwhile, launched a virtual tour to showcase their Zero Waste sites.
Access these virtual showcases of our work: This is How We Roll | Possible Together | Mother Earth Foundation
Virtual Tour.
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(Middle) Jane Bremmer of National Toxics Network with GAIA staff Miriam Azurin (left) and Patricia Parras (right) during a
Coffee/Tea Break with Members session

COFFEE SESSIONS WITH MEMBERS
To reactivate inactive memberships, GAIA Asia Pacific launched the “Coffee/Tea Break with Members”
initiative to check in on members and how they are faring during the pandemic. The aim was to
improve engagement with members and to identify areas where capacity support is most needed.
Through this initiative, we were able to learn more about our members, how they are doing in their
program implementation, as well as how they are coping with the new context. We also shared ongoing
opportunities for members to engage with and explore more ways for us to work better together and
ensure that our collective efforts will bring us towards our shared commitment. So far, we have reached
out to 29 members who have since expressed their appreciation for the technical support that they are
provided, as well as the knowledge that they are supported and that “they are not alone”in their work.
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LEARN BY THE
NUGGETS WEBINAR
Learn by the Nuggets is the GAIA Asia Pacific
webinar series. It features the work of our
members and gathers together experts within and
outside of the alliance to tackle various issues
and campaigns. It also serves as a launching pad
for our events and publications. Thus far, we have
brought together members to talk on issues such
as composting, waste trade, plastic bans, waste
picker and waste worker issues, and more.
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GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION (GDA)
The Global Day of Action primarily celebrates members’ works and milestones. This is a significant moment to
engage members and work with them to help mainstream Zero Waste and campaign against false solutions.
For 2021, the GDA aimed to jumpstart our campaign to prevent the flow of funds to false solutions and redirect
it from extractive industries towards a more just, circular economy.
GAIA demanded that our leaders go beyond recovery, to a future where clean air and water, better jobs, and a
healthy environment are a reality.
Members from around the world took to social media to demand the following from our leaders so that we
may build a better future beyond COVID-19:
1.
2.
3.

Go Zero Waste, don’t incinerate. Regional and municipal COVID recovery plans and budgets
should prioritize Zero Waste City systems, and phase out of false solutions like incineration.
Include waste pickers and workers. Governments must include waste pickers and waste
workers in these systems and provide them with a dignified living, as well as a seat at the
decision-making table.
Break free from plastic. The pandemic must not be used as an excuse to fuel the plastic
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4.
5.

production crisis, and governments should enact policies that drastically reduce its production
and consumption.
Divest from incinerators, invest in local solutions. As part of a green recovery, International
Financial Institutions must divest from waste-to-energy and instead finance local and regional
zero waste systems.
Put communities first. Governments and financial institutions must be fully transparent
and inclusive with regards to how taxpayer money is being spent, not least by ensuring that
meaningful consultations are held with civil society and affected communities early on in the
process.

For the event, a video titled “Voices of Resilience” was released to show the injustices brought by plastic
pollutions and increase people’s awareness of the issue.
By the Numbers
26 Asia Pacific groups participated from Hong Kong, Bangladesh, Philippines, Vietnam, Indonesia, India,
South Korea, Australia, New Zealand, and Taiwan.
85% of Asia Pacific members expressed that participating in the GDA made them feel they are part of a larger
movement.
80% of AP members find the campaign and narrative talking points useful
23 of the 53 events from our Control Shift platform are from Asia Pacific
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Waste workers and community members practice social distancing as they wait for their turn to get the supplies they need
from the community pantry set up by Mother Earth Foundation. PHOTO COURTESY OF MEF

COVID-19 RELIEF AND ADVOCACY FUNDS
AND SOLIDARITY SUPPORT FOR MEMBERS
As the COVID-19 crisis continues to worsen in many countries, GAIA released two emergency response funds
for members and allies to ensure that the most impacted communities have access to immediate support,
and that we have the capacity to continue working on systems that restore and improve the livelihoods of our
people to counter the injustices highlighted by this pandemic.
Twenty-two members from Bangladesh, Cambodia, Nepal, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka, and
Vietnam received funding.
To uphold the principle of solidarity, the GAIA Asia Pacific team regularly reached out directly to members
who may not be in good shape and sent them our messages of solidarity and well wishes. A health tracker
was also developed to monitor who among our members are in need of moral or monetary support.
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RESOURCE MOBILIZATION SUPPORT TO MEMBERS
Resource mobilization is an important lifeline of non-profit organizations. Unfortunately, not many members
have ample experience in preparing proposals that would enable them to access funding and grants.
Thus, in January 2021, we launched the global fundraising workshop, with five members participating.. The
workshop culminated in actual donor pitching in November 2021.
Key achievements
zz Assisted HECAF in submitting a proposal to the Basel Plastic Waste Partnership. HECAF later
confirmed that its proposal was approved, and they received an amount of around USD 65,000–
80,000.
zz Microgrants were accessed from the NGO Forum on the ADB to leverage the fund for the anti
waste-to-energy campaign in Cebu and Maldives. CEJ and Zero Waste Maldives were given a
grant to write case studies on ADB campaign
zz Assisted Philippine Earth Justice Center in preparing their collaboration request to the
zz Community Resource Exchange
zz Ongoing – coordination and project concept development support to the Zero Waste Youth
Negros to develop proposal to access local funding for their Zero Waste School project
zz Participated in the discussion and development of proposal for the USAID Young Southeast
Asian Leaders Initiative (YSEALI) workshop in Vietnam led by the Pacific Environment, 5Gyers,
Greencontributor Global Foundation, and Rutgers Prep
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PUBLICATIONS
GAIA Asia Pacific produced major publications that informed and supported our campaigns and were cited
by local, national, and international publications by academic journals, media, and other development
organizations. Two of the most impactful in the past two years are “Business Unusual: Enterprises
Promoting Zero Waste” and “Sachet Economy: Big Problems in Small Packets.”
Sachet Economy, a follow-up to the highly cited Plastics Exposed (2019), highlights the findings of Social
Weather Stations on people’s attitude towards single-use plastic regulations, and provides an in-depth
discussion debunking plastics initiatives by the industry (false solutions) such as Kolek-Kilo-Kita (Collect-
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Weigh-Earn), partnerships with cement kilns, plastic neutrality, managing historical waste, and plastic-toroads proposals. The publication offers a Zero Waste approach to managing historical waste and provides
recommendations for governments to mandate businesses to reduce single-use plastics.
Business Unusual, meanwhile, is a compilation of feature stories on Zero Waste stores across Asia Pacific.
Stories tackle the social entrepreneurs’ motivation to start their business endeavors, the challenges they
faced, and their response to the COVID-19 pandemic. This publication served as the foundation for other
studies, including a UK academic paper that looked at their practices and value proposition. A number of
the businesses featured in the publication were later tapped to talk about their endeavors in webinars,
and even got featured in a regional podcast. The entrepreneurs interviewed have also become our allies,
graciously joining us in our invitations for them to speak in webinars to advocate for alternative delivery
systems.
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Regulating Single-use Plastics:
Opportunities to Move Forward
GAIA AP

Back to Earth: Composting for
Various Contexts
GAIA AP

Regulatory Catalysts:
Single-Use Plastics in
GAIA AP

Huge Use of Banned Poly Bags:
Serious Havoc to Health and
Environment During The 1st Year of
Covid-19 Pandemic in Bangladesh
ESDO

Zero Waste City Manual
CAG

COVID-19 Vaccination
Municipal Waste Mana
GAIA AP

76 POSSIBLE TOGETHER GAIA AGAINST THE ODDS

Rejecting
n Asia

and
agement

Plastic-Free Hoi An: Towards a
Green Destination
VZWA

Plastic crisis in the mountains:
The Himalayan Cleanup 2021
HCWH

False Solutions Tool
Trash Hero

Regulatory Catalysts: Rejecting
Single-Use Plastics in Asia
ZWI/IMI
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NEW MEMBERS
AOTEAROA PLASTIC
POLLUTION ALLIANCE
(APPA, NEW ZEALAND)
Member since November 2019

The organization is a collaborative forum of researchers,
educators, scientists, industry, and conservationists
working to mitigate and prevent plastic-related pollution
in Aotearoa and Oceania. The Co-chair has been working
with some GAIA members in developing her work with
the Plastic Pollution Expert Group as part of UNEA's
Marine Litter and Microplastics Resolution.

CENTER TO COMBAT
CORRUPTION AND CRONYISM
(C4 CENTER, MALAYSIA)
Member since June 2021

C4 Center is a non-profit that carries out legal and
investigative research on issues related to corruption
and good governance, including environmental
governance, conflict of interest, and misuse of power.
They likewise collaborate with other organizations
in campaigning for legal and institutional reforms in
Malaysia.

CENTRE FOR SUPPORTING GREEN
DEVELOPMENT (GREENHUB)
VIETNAM
Member since July 2020

GreenHub connects communities and resources
to embrace green lifestyle practices, sustainable
production and natural conservation. They have
valuable experience working with coastal communities,
provinces and the local government, and with a focus
on technological solutions, are a dominant leader in
marine debris surveys and waste audit data, providing
assistance and data for the National Action Plan on
Marine Plastic Debris.

CENTER FOR ADAPTIVE CAPACITY
BUILDING RESEARCH (CAB, VIETNAM)
Member since July 2020

CAB was established by the Union of Science and
Technology Associations of Da Nang City. It helps
vulnerable groups by empowering through consulting
and implementing sustainable development projects.
Their partners include poor people with disabilities,
community organizations and ethnic minorities,
especially women and children.
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CENTRE FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT
(CSRD, VIETNAM)
Members since July 2019

The Center for Social Research and Development
(CSRD) based in Hue, Vietnam works to seek justice
for vulnerable communities threatened by external
change. Their programs are centered in protecting the
natural environment and its complex ecosystems and
seeking justice for the poor and vulnerable people in
Vietnam, helping create community resilience to threats
resulting from industrial development, climate change,
hydropower construction, agribusiness, and gender
inequality.

GABUNGAN ANTI INSINERATOR
KEBANGSAAN (GAIK) / NATIONAL
ANTI-INCINERATOR COALITION
(MALAYSIA)
Member since March 2020

GAIK is an anti-incineration movement in Malaysia that
is working at the national level. It is formed because of
government decisions to move forward with building
incinerators as a solution to manage solid waste. The
coalition includes Kuala Lumpur Tak Nak Incinerator
(KTI), Save Bukit Payong from Johor, Genting Highlands
Anti-Incinerator Group, and Bukit Merah Anti-Incinerator
Committee from Negeri Sembilan.

KOMUNITAS NOL SAMPAH SURABAYA
(SURABAYA ZERO WASTE COMMUNITY,
INDONESIA)
Member since July 2020

Komunitas Nol Sampah is a member of Alliansi Zero
Waste Indonesia (AZWI) based in Surabaya, Indonesia.
Its overarching goal is to ban single-use plastics in their
city. As a member of AZWI, they are collaborating under
the Project Boost Indonesia with funding support from
the Plastic Solutions Fund. It has dedicated itself to
the campaigning of disposable plastic ban in the West
Java province, educating the public about single-use
plastic (SUP), and helping the government evelop SUP
regulations.

KUALA LUMPUR TAK NAK INSINERATOR
(KTI, MALAYSIA)
Member since November 2019

KTI is one of the leading NGOs in Malaysia that supports
anti-incineration projects based on a wide range of
national and international pundits. They promote 3Rs
(Reuse, Reduce, Recycle) at the national level in the
hope of creating a better waste management culture
in the country. A part of their effort to curb the build of
an incinerator in Malaysia is to learn ways of improving
waste management by the means of 3Rs.

PALNI HILLS CONSERVATION COUNCIL
(PHCC, INDIA)
Member since November 2020

PHCC has been actively working on waste since 1985. It
has been active in campaigns against littering, proper
waste management, petitioned against open burning
and wanton dumping in the hillsides, as well as clean up
initiatives. Currently, they are exploring the technical
and financial feasibility of developing sustainable
alternatives to plastic products such as brooms made
from local grasses, nursery bags made with plant fiber,
and package-free soaps.

PELICAN FOUNDATION
INDIA
Member since July 2020

Pelican Foundation focuses on sustainable environment
activities which preserve nature for the next generation
as well as link commercial advantages to such non profit
initiatives. They work with a vision to create wealth from
waste through green processes and by using carbon
neutral and positive resources, thus preserving the Ecosystems for healthy living of all living beings.

SOCIO ECONOMIC UNIT FOUNDATION
(INDIA)

THE PEARL PROTECTORS (SRI LANKA)

Member since April 2021

The Pearl Protectors is a volunteer-based and nonprofit marine conservation organization in Sri Lanka.
Established in 2018, The Pearl Protectors seek to
mitigate the impacts of anthropogenic activities on
the marine environment, reduce plastic pollution,
and promote sustainable practices through youth
engagement, volunteerism, awareness, and advocacy.

TRASH HERO
(THAILAND, INDONESIA)
Member since September 2021

Trash Hero Thailand and Indonesia are communitybased volunteer organizations that are affiliated with
the global organization, Trash Hero World. They work for
a clean world, free from plastic pollution. Their goal is
to eliminate single-use plastic and build consensus for
Zero Waste and a circular economy.

UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
SOLUTIONS NETWORK - YOUTH
PHILIPPINES, INC. (UN SDSN YOUTH)
Member since February 2021

Socio Economic Unit Foundation is supporting
government and local self government agencies to plan
and implement projects in Water supply, sanitation,
waste management sectors and capacity building, Skill
training, IEC, awareness creation and demonstration
programmes in the sector. They are mainly focused in
the state of Kerala in south India.

UN SDSN Youth educates young people about
the Sustainable Development Goals and provides
opportunities for them to pioneer innovative solutions
to address the world's biggest challenges. It is at the
forefront to provide young Filipinos with pathways for
representation and participation in the fight towards
a world where no one is left behind. They work on
Development Focus Areas such as reproductive health
and family planning, human rights, anti-poverty, and
climate action.

TAIWAN ZERO WASTE ALLIANCE
(TAIWAN)

ZERO WASTE NETWORK
(NEW ZEALAND)

Member since October 2021

Member since November 2020

TZWA prioritizes the upstream stages of the plastic
lifecycle. For example, "anti-Petrochemical industry
expansion", "changing consumers' behavior, working
with Taiwan EPA and legislators to make regulations
decreasing plastic waste, and working with a major
retailer in Taiwan to deal with the waste problems of the
defect products returned by customers." That said, we
don't ignore post-consumer waste flows. We frequently
investigate the recycling rates, and we are probably
the first organization focusing on cigarette-filters and
working with the government to think of a better way to
reduce them.

Zero Waste Network represents communities across
Aotearoa New Zealand who are working towards Zero
Waste. They support their members by providing
training and capability building programs. Also, they
create networking opportunities by hosting events, site
tours, and advocate Zero Waste policies within New
Zealand. One campaign they have recently begun is the
Regeneration not Incineration campaign against waste
to energy technology being introduced in New Zealand.

Member since August 2021

ZERO WASTE NETWORK (NEW
ZEALAND)
Member since November 2020

Zero Waste Network represents communities across
Aotearoa New Zealand who are working towards Zero
Waste. They support their members by providing
training and capability building programs.
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