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! “Wastepicker”is the most commonly understood English term for people who
recover recyclable materials from the waste stream. Some work at landfills and
dumpsites; others recover directly from the source (houses, businesses, etc.) They
sell the recovered materials to the reprocessing industry for recycling. A variety of
other terms are used in different countries: catador (Brazil), pepenador (Mexico),
cartonero (Argentina), reciclador (Colombia), ragpicker (India), etc.

USEPA, Solid Waste Management And Greenhouse Gases: A Life-Cycle Assessment Of
Emissions And Sinks, 3rd Edition. 2006.

ibid.
4 Morris, “Comparative LCAs for Curbside Recycling, Versus Either Landfilling or
Incineration With Energy Recovery! International Journal of Life Cycle Assessment.
(2005); 13(3) 226-234.

Schlesinger, Aluminum Recycling CRC Press 2006.

IPCC, AR4, Working Group 3, Chapter 10.
7 Platt, etal. Stop Trashing the Climate, Institute for Local Self-Reliance, June 2008.
Available at www.stoptrashingtheclimate.org

USEPA, Opportunities to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions through Materials and
Land Management Practices, September 2009.

Weber and Matthews, “Embodied Environmental Emissions in U.S. International
Trade, 1997-2004," Environmental Science and Technology 41, pp. 4875-4881, 2007.

Chintan, Cooling Agents: An Examination Of The Role Of The Informal Recycling
Sector In Mitigating Climate Change, 2009. The analysis takes landfilling as its
baseline.

Tellus Institute, Assessment of Materials Management Options for the
Massachusetts Solid Waste Master Plan Review, December 2008. Analysis compared
ogtions to current practice, which is predominantly landfilling.

! Platt, et al., op. cit. Stop Trashing the Climate, Institute for Local Self-Reliance,
_1lune 2008. www.stoptrashingtheclimate.org

ibid.

14 Skumatz, “What Provides The Biggest Bang? Comparing Carbon Footprint
Effects And Costs from Diversion vs. Energy Programs” presentation at California
Resource Recovery Association, August, 2008.

In the context of waste management, organic material refers to putrescible
materials. The largest component is generally food waste; in some countries, yard
waste (leaves, grass cuttings, etc) is also a significant component. Paper, particularly
food-contaminated paper, is often included but wood, particularly treated wood,
which tends not to decompose readily, is generally excluded. Plastics, although
carbon-based, are not considered “organic material” for waste management
[i)grposes as they do not biodegrade.

Methane has a global warming potential of 25 over a 100 year timeframe but 72
over a 20 year timeframe (IPCC AR4 Chapter 2.10).

7" Ipcc AR4, Chapter 10.

Anderson et al., From Beneath the Ground: Gas from Landfills Threatens to
Overheat the Earth, Center for a Competitive Waste Industry, 2006.

The Danger of Corporate Landfill Gas-to-Energy Schemes and How to Fix It,
Recycling Works, Sierra Club and International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 2010.

20 Favoino and Hogg, “The potential role of compost in reducing greenhouse

91ases,”Waste Management Research 2008; 26; 61.

ibid.

including Bali, Cairo, Lima, Mumbai, Pune, San Francisco, Uganda, and
elsewhere.

3 WASTE and SKAT, “Economic Aspects of Informal Sector Activities in Solid Waste
Management,” 2008.

for more information on wastepickers, see Refusing to be Cast Aside: Waste
Pickers Organising Around the World, edited by Melanie Samson, Women in Informal
Employment: Globalizing and Organizing (WIEGO), Cambridge, MA, USA, 2009.

Medina, “The informal recycling sector in developing countries: organizing
waste pickers to enhance their impact,’ Gridlines No. 44, October 2008.

Personal communication, Laila Iskander.
27 \WASTE and SKAT, op. cit.
28 personal communication, Melanie Samson.
29 ipid.
0 Scrap Crash! What the crash in prices of scrap means for wastepickers and other
recyclers, Chintan Environmental Research and Action Group, 2009.

Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) is a technology in which waste is dried and
compressed into bricks or pellets, then burned for fuel, often in cement kilns.
32 http://www.epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-and-you/affect/air-emissions.html

Tan, Clean Development Mechanism Funding for Waste Incineration: Financing the
Demise of Waste Worker Livelihood, Community Health, and Climate, Global Alliance
for Incinerator Alternatives, 2009.

Zero Waste for Zero Warming: GAIA's Statement of Concern on Waste and Climate
Change, Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, December 2008.
35 Rand, Haukohl, et al., "Municipal Solid Waste Incineration: Requirements for a
Successful Project World Bank," Technical Paper No. 462, World Bank 1999.

“Waste Management in China: Issues and Recommendations,” East Asia
Infrastructure Department, Urban Development Working Paper No. 9. May 2005.

Tan, op. cit.
37 Platt, “Resources up in Flames: The Economic Pitfalls of Incineration versus
a Zero Waste Approach in the Global South! Global Alliance for Incinerator
Alternatives, 2004.

Most of these are mixed-waste, or “dirty” composting projects, where the
resulting compost is not safe for agricultural application.

information downloaded from UNEP Risoe database, CDM database and web
searches on 16 September 2010.

0 tis now commonplace for governments and major funders to undertake
“consultation” or “engagement” with civil society including, occasionally, mass-
based organizations. In general, such “engagement” is primarily informational
in nature; it does not extend to any degree of power-sharing with the consulted
groups. “Voice and vote”is used here to indicate that wastepickers need more than
a forum to voice their opinion; they must be afforded a degree of control over the
waste management system.

w
©

Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives

GAIA is a worldwide alliance of more than 600
grassroots groups, non-governmental organizations,
and individuals in over 90 countries whose ultimate
vision is a just, toxic-free world without incineration.
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